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Science Year – what’s it all about?


Science Year is a government initiative to increase the number of young people 
taking up science after GCSE.

	Anyone can become involved in Science Year. Just visit one of the following websites for information on how to get involved:

www.scienceyear.com is Science Year’s home site. All the events, both for schools and the public, are advertised here. Why not sign up for the mailing list in the news section, and really keep in touch with what’s on? 
	www.the-ba.net will keep you up-to-date with all that the British Association for the Advancement of Science have going on.

www.sycd.co.uk is a site specifically for ASE’s resources on-line. All the CDs produced for Science Year can be found here, together with contact, technical, order and update information.



Science Year is a great opportunity for us to all get involved and support schools and pupils in making science more enjoyable and relevant to our lives.








   Useful websites

If you would like to look for more ‘Can we; should we?’ information at home try out these websites:


There are lots of excellent science centres across the country that have great exhibitions all year round. Some of these are linked to our ‘Can we; should we?’ theme. Why not try a day at: <delete and replace with local centres>
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No pupils around to help? Try the word list…

antibodies
carbon dioxide
fertilizer
genetic engineering
DNA

cash crops
citizenship
pesticide
sustainable
food chain

adaptation
vaccination
nitrogen
pollution
bacteria

oxide
disease
vitamins
oxygen
immune



extinct
gene

Footprints – genetics meet drama 





Stop press…it’s here!





Science Quiz





Use quiz questions from any of the ASE CD ROMs to produce a Family Quiz.


Charge a small entry fee to be donated to a school charity or departmental funds for a particular piece of equipment.


Ask your local cinema, leisure or entertainment complex to donate a family ticket as a prize.





Human Torch – interview room





Human Torch – crime scene


How did our investigators do?





<Pupil comments on Human Torch>








Down








Joke of the month


Travelling Penguins 


A police officer sees a man driving around with a pickup truck full of penguins. He pulls the guy over and says: "You can't drive around with penguins in this town! Take them to the zoo immediately."


The guy says OK, and drives away. The next day, the officer sees the guy still driving around with the truck full of penguins - and they're all wearing sunglasses. 


He pulls the guy over and demands: "I thought I told you to take these penguins to the zoo yesterday?" The guy replies: "I did, today I'm taking them to the beach.”


 





1 Puts nutrients back into the soil. (10)


5 Gas in the air used in combustion. (6)


9 Chemical that your genes are made of. (3)


10 Gas plants use for photosynthesis. (6,7)


11 Chemical used to kill animals that eat crops. (9)


15 Protected from a disease. (6)


16 Weakened or dead micro-organism that causes your immune system to produce antibodies. (11)


17 Species of animals and plants that are no longer found alive on Earth. (7)


18 Plants grown to sell for money, not to feed the local people. (4,5)


19 One of the instructions passed from parents to offspring. (4)


20 Chemicals made by white blood cells to destroy harmful micro-organisms. (10)











Science in Our School








� HYPERLINK "http://www.hse.gov.uk/" �http://www.hse.gov.uk/� This is the Health and Safety Executive. You'll find free leaflets and information on all aspects of safety in the lab, including risk assessment. 


 


� HYPERLINK "http://www.crime-scene-investigator.net/index.html" �http://www.crime-scene-investigator.net/index.html� Fascinating detail on all the techniques scientists use to solve real crimes.


 


� HYPERLINK "http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/newsid_158000/158853.stm" �http://news.bbc.co.uk/hi/english/uk/newsid_158000/158853.stm� QED programme report on debunking spontaneous human combustion with the 'wick effect'





� HYPERLINK "http://www.foodandfarming.org" ��http://www.foodandfarming.org� An introduction to farming debates, including organic production, with links to other sites.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.dti.gov.uk/renewable/" ��http://www.dti.gov.uk/renewable/� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.dti.gov.uk/energy/" ��http://www.dti.gov.uk/energy/� give information and advice on energy saving in homes, schools and the workplace.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.newscientist.com" ��http://www.newscientist.com� for news of hot scientific topics.

















Science Year


Since the launch on September 7th, schools across the UK have received free equipment, CD learning resources and access to a host of events organised as part of Science Year


‘Can we; should we?’


Each half-term will see a different theme for Science Year. This month we’re looking at Can we; should we?. What can cutting-edge science achieve, and what are the issues that we as a society need to think about?








SCHOOL NAME





Footprints is a journey into the world of genetics, with a sense of humour!





The Footprints script has been leaked, and we’ve got it! And with all due respect to the Amoeba cast, our Year 11 drama group has excelled itself. Not only that, but they’re free and in your school. Why not come along to the drama theatre before or after Year 8 Parents’ Evening on June 6th? All welcome.





 Free equipment


Thank you to INTEL, supporters of Science Year, who have funded the supply of a digital microscope to every primary and secondary school in the UK. The microscopes (providing images like this one of diatoms – single-celled organisms from a pond) can be linked to interactive display boards and computer networks, enabling teacher and students to discuss magnified specimens they can all see!














1 List with ( to show what eats what. (4,5)


2 Element plants need to make proteins. (8)


3 Found in fresh fruit and vegetables, needed to keep us healthy. (8)


4 Name given to artificially changing an organism’s genes. (7,11)


6 Type of compound formed when an element reacts with oxygen. (5)


7 Special design of an animal or plant that helps it survive. (10)


8 The skills we need to contribute to society. (11)


11 Materials we put into the environment that damage it. (9)


12 Illness – the body is not working properly. (7)


13 Development that takes care of the Earth for future generations. (11)


14 Type of micro-organism. (8)


	








We hear a lot about genetic engineering in the media, and there are some frightening horror stories out there. But how much is myth and how much is reality? Sometimes it is difficult to decide just what to believe. Science in schools should prepare our pupils to understand scientific issues affecting our daily lives, so that we can contribute to the debate.





The British Association for the Advancement of Science has commissioned the Amoeba Theatre Company to develop an innovative piece of theatre, introducing pupils to the world of genetics. Entitled Footprints, the play premiered in March at the National Portrait Gallery. Future performances will be held at the Museum of Science and Industry, Manchester, the Daresbury Laboratory, Cheshire and Thinktank, Birmingham.














Contact


For more information on any of the events in our newsletter, please contact:

















Across





CROSSWORD





PLACES TO GO





Sci Files: 


The Mysteries Continue





The gruesome deaths in September of several sewer workers, and the subsequent attempted murder of Special Investigators assigned to the case, shocked us all. Having successfully tracked down the Flesheater bug, together with the unscrupulous criminals behind its production, our Investigators have been back hard at work on a new case.





Human Torch is even more bizarre. A strange death without any motive for murder? An accident that doesn’t quite seem possible…











Museum of Science and Industry, Manchester


0161 606 0115


� HYPERLINK "http://www.msim.org.uk" ��www.msim.org.uk�





Natural History Museum, London


0207 942 5054


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nhm.ac.uk" ��www.nhm.ac.uk�





Explore, Bristol


0845 345 1235


� HYPERLINK "http://www.at-bristol.org.uk" ��www.at-bristol.org.uk�





Sensation, Dundee


0138 222 8800


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sensation-dundee.co.uk" ��www.sensation-dundee.co.uk�





Glasgow Science Centre, Glasgow


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gsc.org.uk" ��www.gsc.org.uk�





Science Museum, London


0207 942 7777


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nmsci.ac.uk" ��www.nmsci.ac.uk�





Manchester Museum, Manchester


0161 275 2634


� HYPERLINK "http://www.museum.man.ac" ��www.museum.man.ac�








International Centre for Life, Newcastle-upon-Tyne


0191 261 6006


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifelabeducation.co.uk" ��www.lifelabeducation.co.uk�





Satrosphere, Aberdeen


0122 464 0340


� HYPERLINK "http://www.satrosphere.net" ��www.satrosphere.net�





Techniquest, Cardiff


0292 047 5475


� HYPERLINK "http://www.techniquest.org" ��www.techniquest.org�





Centre for Alternative Technology, Powys


0165 470 2400


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cat.org.uk" ��www.cat.org.uk�





Thinktank, Birmingham


0121 303 1655


� HYPERLINK "http://www.thinktank.ac" ��www.thinktank.ac�





Catalyst, Cheshire


0151 420 1121


� HYPERLINK "http://www.catalyst.org.uk" ��www.catalyst.org.uk�





INSPIRE, Norwich


0160 361 2612


� HYPERLINK "http://www.science-project/inspire/" ��www.science-project/inspire/�
















