[image: image1.wmf]1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

[image: image2.png]s
SCIENCE YEAR

FAST FORWARD TO THE FUTURE



[image: image3.emf]


[image: image4.wmf]
[image: image5.jpg]







Science Year – what’s it all about?


Science Year is a government initiative to increase the number of young people 
taking up science after GCSE.

	We want to encourage exciting and interesting experiences for pupils throughout the school, and to help them understand the importance of science in everyday life. Regardless of whether pupils choose to follow a career in science, they need to understand the major issues that 
	are shaping our society. How much do they know about the debate surrounding space exploration? There is a real need to make sure that our pupils have the knowledge and understanding to take part in the decisions that will change our society forever.




Science Year is a great opportunity for us to all get involved and support schools and pupils in making science more enjoyable and relevant to our lives.

<Space for pupil work from the ‘Is there life?’ CD ROM>






   Useful websites

If you would like to look for more ‘Is there life?’ information at home try out these websites:



There are lots of excellent science centres across the country that have great exhibitions all year round. Some of these are linked to our ‘Is there life?’ theme. Why not try a day at: <delete and replace with local centres>
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No pupils around to help? Try the word list…

universe
Saturn
vacuum
eclipse
earth

telescope
Venus
planet
Milky Way
Uranus

atmosphere
meteorite
satellite
Jupiter
comet

black hole
gravity
asteroid
forces
Neptune

Io         sun
star        moon
   Mars       SETI
   galaxy
Mercury

The Giant Jump – launching Science Year





Stop press…public debate…





Science Quiz





Use quiz questions from ‘Who am I?’ or ‘Is there life?’ to produce a Family Quiz.


Charge a small entry fee to be donated to a school charity or departmental funds for a particular piece of equipment.


Ask your local cinema, leisure or entertainment complex to donate a family ticket as a prize.











Down








Joke of the month





Q Why was the thirsty alien hanging around the computer?





A He was looking for the space bar!





 	1	The star of our solar system. (3)


	5	Earth's satellite. (4)


	7	The seventh planet from the Sun. (6)


	8	No-one can hear you scream in space because


	        it is a ... (6)


	10	The organisation you can work with to search for extra-terrestrial intelligence. (4)


	12	Planet named after the Roman Goddess of Love. (5)


	14	The first planet from the Sun. (7)


	15	Lump of stone or metal that has fallen to Earth from space. (9)


	18	Our solar system belongs to one of these. (6)


	20	What we call it when either the Moon or Sun blocks the other from view. (7)


	21	One of nine bodies revolving around the Sun. (6)


	24	The whole of space and all it contains. (8)


	25	The layers of gas between Earth and space. (10)


	26	Jupiter's fifth moon. (2)








Science Year in


Our School








 � HYPERLINK "http://www.sciencenet.org.uk" ��www.sciencenet.org.uk�


A free information service, with scientists who provide explanations through a searchable database or in response to questions that pupils send in.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sci-journal.org" ��www.sci-journal.org�


An on-line publication that gives pupils the opportunity to publish their work.


 � HYPERLINK "http://www.madsci.org" ��www.madsci.org�


Mad Scientist Network provides answers to email questions.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nasa.gov" ��www.nasa.gov�


The NASA home page with links to a vast amount of information


and pictures.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.jpl.nasa.gov/cassini/" ��www.jpl.nasa.gov/cassini/�


Information about the latest mission to Saturn.














Science Year


Launched nationally on 7th September 2001, Science Year is set to bring more excitement and innovative activities into school.


‘Is there life?’


Each half-term will see a different theme for Science Year. This month we’re looking at ‘Is there life?’ – space travel, the search for extra-terrestrial life and should we really be worried about giant asteroids?!?








SCHOOL NAME





The seismometer in the Science Museum, London, recorded a 'micro-tremor'. These are miniature earthquakes that happen around us all the time, like a lorry driving over a pot-hole, or a wrecking-ball smashing down a wall.








How much do we spend on space exploration? Is it a good idea? Year 9 pupils are considering the options, and we would like to invite you to join in their debate. On January 15th pupils and a speaker from our local University will be discussing the issues from 7pm–8pm. Free tickets are available from the Science Department.





Celebration


Science is not just about tests and white coats! It’s the chance to understand and explore the changes that new discoveries are making to our lives every day.  We’d like you to join us in celebrating the success of science throughout the school. On the inside pages you’ll find details of Science Year in our school, and how you can be involved.














	1	Planet with very famous rings. (6)


	2	These change the direction or speed of an object. (6)


	3	The planet you would pass first on a voyage out of our solar system. (4)


	4	A collapsed star from which nothing around it can escape. (5,4)


	6	The largest planet in our solar system. (7)


	9	Our galaxy. (5,3)


	11	Equipment you use to view space. (9)


	13	Any object orbiting another. (9)


	16	Our home planet. (5)


	17	The eighth planet from the Sun. (7)


	18	The force keeping you on the ground. (7)


	19	Large lumps of rock in space. (8)


	22	Huge balls of burning gas giving out light in the Universe. (4)


	23	Small orbiting lump of ice and dust, usually seen to have a long tail. (5)











What would happen when one million children jumped up and down at the same time? We had lots of predictions: trees would fall over, there would be a huge earthquake, or the effect could not be measured. Nearly 5,000 schools took part in the Giant Jump.








The Giant Jump was a huge success. Over one million children jumped up and down at the same time and measured the effects on their own homemade seismometers. Together we set the Guinness World Record for the largest simultaneous jump, and the largest number of people participating in a World Record.








Contact


For more information on any of the events in our newsletter, please contact:

















Across





CROSSWORD





PLACES TO GO





�





Museum of Science and Industry, Manchester


0161 606 0115


� HYPERLINK "http://www.msim.org.uk" ��www.msim.org.uk�





National Space Centre, Leicester


0116 253 0811


� HYPERLINK "http://www.spacecentre.co.uk" ��www.spacecentre.co.uk�





Explore, Bristol


0845 345 1235


� HYPERLINK "http://www.at-bristol.org.uk" ��www.at-bristol.org.uk�





Sensation, Dundee


0138 222 8800


� HYPERLINK "http://www.sensation-dundee.co.uk" ��www.sensation-dundee.co.uk�





Glasgow Science Centre, Glasgow


� HYPERLINK "http://www.gsc.org.uk" ��www.gsc.org.uk�





Armagh Planetarium, Armagh


0283 752 3689


� HYPERLINK "http://www.armagh-planetarium.co.uk" ��www.armagh-planetarium.co.uk�





Centre for Alternative Technology, Powys


0165 470 2400


� HYPERLINK "http://www.cat.org.uk" ��www.cat.org.uk�











International Centre for Life, Newcastle-upon-Tyne


0191 261 6006


� HYPERLINK "http://www.lifelabeducation.co.uk" ��www.lifelabeducation.co.uk�





Satrosphere, Aberdeen


0122 464 0340


� HYPERLINK "http://www.satrosphere.net" ��www.satrosphere.net�





Techniquest, Cardiff


0292 047 5475


� HYPERLINK "http://www.techniquest.org" ��www.techniquest.org�





Science Museum, London


0207 942 7777


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nmsci.ac.uk" ��www.nmsci.ac.uk�





Thinktank, Birmingham


0121 303 1655


� HYPERLINK "http://www.thinktank.ac" ��www.thinktank.ac�





Herstmonceux Science Centre


0132 383 2731


� HYPERLINK "http://www.science-project/herst/" ��www.science-project/herst/�





Jodrell Bank Space Centre


0147 757 1339


� HYPERLINK "http://www.jb.man.ac.uk" ��www.jb.man.ac.uk�



















