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BAKING BREAD
Extracts from the photopack,
Photo Opportunities in Science,
published 2002 by Oxfam GB
and the Association for Science Education,
produced with permission.

About the series

Photographs are hugely influential in all our lives. Every day we are exposed
to hundreds of images, from the cereal packet we see at breakfast, to
advertisements, newspaper photographs and shop window displays. Images
like these play an important role in shaping our ideas about ourselves and
other people.

Choosing and using photographs

Photos can be a good way of introducing a new topic, such as families or
homes. They are useful in establishing a baseline of knowledge and
understanding that children might already have about another place, or other
people’s lives. They can provide a neutral starting point, a forum in which
children can begin to share, discuss and question their ideas with confidence.
Pupils should be given the opportunity to discuss photos without feeling that
they might be giving the ‘wrong’ answer or opinion. Remember that different
children will interact with, and interpret, each photo very differently – in just the
same way as they would react when meeting someone for the first time. A
child’s expectations, experiences, and preconceptions will inform his/her
understanding.

Why use photographs to teach science?

Science is all around us in our everyday lives, but we don’t always know it.
One advantage of using photographs is that children can connect science to
everyday activities, such as cooking or looking after plants and animals. They
will learn that science is universal. Children will be able to see that although
life in other countries may differ in terms of facilities, climate and customs,
there are also many similarities with their own lives. Although the photographs
in the pack have been selected with science in mind, they will also provide
links from science to other curriculum areas, such as geography, design and
technology and citizenship.

Baking bread (Unit 11) are pages from Photo Opportunities in Science.
Two pages of teacher notes [TN/sheets.pdf], and two pupil worksheets
[w/sheets.pdf], print in black. To get the most out of the unit teachers will
need to print the photograph [Peru.pdf] in colour at a setting of 95% A4 size.

Photocard information for teachers
The Baking bread picture was taken in San Juan de Lurigancho, not far from
Lima, Peru, in a bakery set up by local women to make bread initially intended
for their own consumption. They now sell the bread. They produce ten types of
bread and about eight types of cake. Although they started off with a charcoal-
burning oven, they now have a gas oven and other modern equipment, such
as a dough kneader and a dough cutter. The bakery and some other products
provide local people with good livelihoods. They used to depend on
subsistence agriculture, but were badly affected by El Nino.
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